This multi-authored text combines a wealth of information into one volume. The subject matter is diverse and includes chapters on economics as well as biochemistry. Most agents are covered completely; however, a few appear to be mentioned only as examples. Helminths is in the latter category.
The chapter titled "Infections and Infertility in Man and Animals" by D. Taylor-Robinson is excellent. This is one of the few chapters in this book that is concisely written and well organized. Most of the common agents (and some not so common) affecting most of the economically important species are discussed.
It is unfortunate that the editing and indexing were not more complete. Each chapter was allowed to stand independent of others making a very repetitious text, i.e., the life cycle of Toxoplusmu gondii is repeated in two chapters. The index contains 16 citations for Brucellu abortus, but does not include a 10 page unit on the economic losses attributed to this organism. These shortcomings detract from the value of the text as a reference book. In summary, although the information accumulated by this distinguished group of scientists is complete and accurate, it is not clear what audience will take the time to sift it to find the pertinent facts.
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